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outlive internal disruption, more so when it lacked the
strength of a long tradition."

The President reacted violently. "Do you think," he
said, "that I am to blame for these conditions?" "That is
not the point," I replied, "the problem is another one.
From my point of view it doesn't matter whether you or
the Government is right. The danger is a rupture within
itself, more so when the Government has the absolute
confidence of the cabinet and is carrying on a political
programme, supported by the votes of the people, which
obliges everybody, the Minister who develops it and the
President of the Republic, to follow laws which have been
constitutionally voted."

Senor Alcala-Zamora made a gesture, and with another
pleasant gesture of good-bye he walked away, and I went
towards the door. I deduced more from his attitude than
from his words that my attempt had failed. I was leaving
there in the Palace, not an impartial arbitrator above all
parties, but an impetuous fighter who, not knowing how to
untie the knot, meant suicidally to cut it.

Pessimistic rumours were more frequent on the morning
of the yth of April. They ran through the streets and as
usual began to reach the garrisons. At four o'clock in the
afternoon when I arrived at Congress the Government
told me that it would be declared by a majority that the
dissolution of the last Cortes had not had sufficient motive,
thus agreeing on the dismissal of the President of the
Republic. A few hours later, after a dramatic debate, the
Cortes dismissed Senor Alcala-Zamora by 238 votes to 10.
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